
 

MASS  SCHEDULE 
WEEKENDS  IN 

ST. MATTHEW CHURCH 

SATURDAYS: 4:00 PM      

 SUNDAYS: 7:30, 9:30,11:30AM  
& 6:00 PM  

                         

WEEKDAYS AT  WARDE 
HEALTH CTR CHAPEL  

MONDAY THROUGH           
THURSDAY:   8:30 AM 

 
 

WEEKDAYS  IN ST. MATTHEW 
CHURCH  

WEDNESDAY: 7:00 PM      

FRIDAY:  8:30 AM  

 
 

HOLY DAYS  Contact Parish   
for Mass Schedule 

 

SACRAMENT OF  

RECONCILIATION 

SATURDAY:  2:30 - 3:30 PM    
or by appointment 

 

 PARISH  EMAIL:   
windstmatt@comcast.net 

 

  PARISH  WEBSITE:   
www.stmatthew-nh.org 

  

    Office:        603-893-3336 

    Rel.Ed.:     603-898-4818 

    Fax:           603-898-4008 

 

Pastor:   

  Rev. Brian Kennedy, CSsR 

SAINT  MATTHEW  PARISH 
2 Searles Road,  Windham,  NH  03087         Telephone:  603-893-3336 

Sunday, March 25, 2018         Palm Sunday of the Lordôs Passion 



PALM  SUNDAY  OF  THE  LORDôS   PASSION 

Mass Intentions For  The   Week  
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Dear Family of Saint Matthew: 

Back in the 1980ôs there was a     
popular Catholic song titled: ñAmor y 
desamorò by Padre Zezinho. In one of 
the verses, he describes a garden 
that had been left untended. As youôd 
expect: the weeds grew and the 
prized plants withered for lack of care.   
 

Holy Week and especially the Triduum of Holy    
Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday night are 
the most significant plants in the Churchôs annual  
garden. Look at what we have already scheduled for 
these days and letôs take the step of asking the Lord 
where He wants us to be? What does it mean to put 
Christ first, especially in Holy Week? 
 
When we consider the breath of the Lordôs mission to 
announce the Kingdom of God, his last week on Earth 
stands out for one reason only: ñChrist became     
obedient to the point of death.ò 
The concept of ñobedienceò is withering in our culture. 
Did Christ become obedient so that you and I could 
avoid the question of obedience to God?  
 
The ten commandments have been buried by waves 
of relativism. In their place and presented as if it were 
the definitive answer to the Gospel as lived by Christ, 
we find: ñThe first, last and only commandment that 
needs to be followed is to be nice. Because heaven is 
cheap and easy.  So donôt worry about submitting 
your will to Godôs will. Donôt fret about finding Godôs 
will. Just be nice. You donôt need Christ nor his      
suffering death. Youôre not required to belong to any 
Church or keep the Lordôs Day holy.  If you feel like it, 
you can love God with whatever part of your heart 
that you want to. But this really doesnôt matter. The 
only thing that matters is to be nice in your own way.ò 
We went from iTunes, to iPod, to iGospel.    
 
The suffering Christ, with his open wounds,           
contradicts this iGospel of self-fulfillment. Holy Week 
is not iWeek.  Itôs not about you or me. Itôs about     
cultivating the one garden that means everything: the 
life of Christ in the Church! 
    - Father Brian Kennedy 

Christ became obedient to the point of death, even 

death on a cross.  Because of this, God greatly 

exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is 

above every other name. 



FAMILY & LITURGY 
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All are invited to be a part of our Living 
Stations of the Cross which will be held on 
Good Friday, March 30th at 4:00pm outside 
at the Warde Center Grounds. This beautiful 
event is a living  re-enactment of Jesus final 
steps... Join us as we journey with Him! 

Diocesan Day of Reconciliation 

Monday, March 26th-St. Matthew Church will 
have Confession in Church from 11am-1pm 
and  from 5pm-7pm. 

You are invited to join other NH Catholics 
in a statewide day of reconciliation. This is 
an opportunity for you to open your heart 
and allow the Lord to fill it with His grace. 
All parishes will open their doors to 
welcome you on  Monday of Holy week. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 Monday, 3/26:  

 Day of Reconciliation.  Confessions in Church 
from 11am-1pm and 5pm-7pm. 

 Tuesday, 3/27:     

 Chrism Mass at St. Joseph Cathedral, 
Manchester at 6:00pm 

 Holy Thursday, 3/29:   

 Mass of the Lordôs Supper at 7:00pm followed 
by Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament 
in the Parish Hall until 10pm 

 Good Friday, 3/30:     

 Living Stations of the Cross outside at  Warde 
Center at 4:00pm 

 Good Friday Service with Veneration of the 
Cross and Holy Communion at 7:00pm in 
Church 

 Holy Saturday, 3/31:   

 Easter Vigil Mass in Church after sunset at 
7:30pm 

 Easter Sunday, 4/1:   

 Masses celebrating our Lordôs Resurrection at 
7:30, 9:30, 11:30am and 6:00pm. 

LIVING  FAITH  PRAYER  BOOKS 
Our new Living Faith Daily Prayer booklets 
for April, May and June are now available! 
Please take one home with you today.  We 
have both adult and childrenôs booklets. These 
beautiful daily reflection books are a FREE 
GIFT TO YOU from a generous benefactor 
from our parish.  Please say a prayer of 
thanksgiving for the kindness this family shows 
is making these available for everyone! 

DIVINE  MERCY  SUNDAY 

SUNDAY, APRIL 8th 

 2:30 - 4:00 PM 
ST. MATTHEW CHURCH 
Deacon Bernie MacDonald 
presiding.  Join us for Benediction 
& blessing of the picture, rosary, 
Divine Mercy chaplet, and 
Veneration of Relic of St. Faustina.  
We will finish with a Procession of 
the Blessed Sacrament..  

PLEASE  JOIN  US! 

ULTREYA  -  Mass and Meeting 

All are invited to join us for our next Ultreya on 

Friday, April 6th beginning with Mass at 7:00pm in 

Church followed by Praise, Prayer and Witness in 

Room 208 of the Parish Center.   

Praise & Worship Gathering! 
The Voices of Prayer will be hosting a 
Praise and Worship gathering in Saint 
Matthew Church.  All are invited! 
Tuesday April 3rd     7:00-8:30pm. 
Come join us and celebrate his victory 
and in gratitude worship him in his glory!! 

The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid; for I 

know that you seek Jesus who was crucified.  He is not 

here; for he has risen. (Matthew 28:5-6) 



Readings for the Week of March 25, 2018 

Sunday: Mk 11:1-10 /Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24/ 
Phil 2:6-11/Mk 14:1--15:47  

Monday: Is 42:1-7/Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14/Jn 12:1-11 

Tuesday: Is 49:1-6/Ps 71:1-6, 15,17 /Jn 13:21-33, 36-
38Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a/Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31,33-34/       
Mt 26:14-25 

Thursday: Evening Mass of the Lord's Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 
11-14/Ps 116:12-13, 15-18 /1 Cor 11:23-26/Jn 13:1-15 

Friday: Is 52:13--53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25/
Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9/Jn 18:1--19:42 

Saturday: Vigil: Gn 1:1--2:2 /Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12-14, 
24, 35/Gn 22:1-18 /Mk 16:1-7 

Next Sunday: Acts 10:34, 37-43/Ps118:1-2,16-17,22,23  / 
1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9  

Responsorial  Psalm 

 My God, my God, why have you        
abandoned me? 

Gospel For All Ages  

 It was during the fourth century in Jerusalem that       

Christians first starting using palm branches in              

commemoration of Jesus' entrance into Jerusalem. Today, 

we continue to use palms in most churches on this Sunday, 

Catholic and Protestant alike.  

It is one of those traditions of worship that, no matter how 

far apart we may seem at times, we continue to share due 

to our common heritage. 

But Palm Sunday is also known as Passion Sunday,      

because we hear an account of the passion of Jesus Christ 

during the liturgy. Most churches also share this reading in 

common. Many Catholic parishes use multiple lectors to 

proclaim the Gospel, while it is not uncommon for a similar 

reading or even a performance in many mainstream 

Protestant churches. 

The commonality found in the worship on this particular 

Sunday seems to highlight the fundamental truth in the  

observance: Jesus Christ died for everyone. He did not 

die on a cross for just Catholics, or just Orthodox, or just 

Protestants. Whether one acknowledges it or not, he was 

crucified for all those who are born of man. Today, we   

rejoice not just for what he has done for us but also for 

what he has done for all of creation. 

 

Life Question:  In what way could we give of 

ourselves to help someone else? 

HONOR  ROLL  
 Sunday: Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion 

Thursday: Holy Thursday 

Friday: Good Friday 

Saturday: Holy Saturday; Day of fasting & abstinence 

Next Sunday: Easter Sunday 

Religious Education & Formation 

CLASS  SCHEDULE  THIS  WEEK - Gr. K-5 

No Classes the week of Palm Sunday or Easter 

Weeké Classes resume the week of April 8th. 

Sun. 4/8    8:15am Gr. K-5 Classes 

     11:00am Gr. K-5 Classes 

Mon. 4/9   4:15pm Gr. K-5 Classes 

Tues. 4/10   6:15pm Home School session 

Weds. 4/11   4:15pm   Gr. K-5 Classes 

FIRST  COMMUNION  RETREATS 
Grade 2 Students and Parents! 
Parent and student retreats in preparation for First 
Communion will take place on the following dates: 

Saturday, April 7th  10am-12pm   
(for students in Sun. 8:15 classes) 

Saturday, April 14th 10am-12pm  
(for students in Sun. 11:00 and Weds. Classes) 

Sunday, April 15th 1pm-3pm 
(for students in Mon. 4:15 classes & independents) 
 
These retreats will be held in the parish center hall.  
Be sure to bring your completed book to the retreat. 

Parents!!!  If you have NOT CHOSEN a First 
Communion date for your child, please respond 
to the office as soon as possible!  Thank you! 

LAST Home School Session 
Our final home school session will be held on 
Tuesday, April 10th at 6:15pm in the parish 
hall.  All completed work should be turned in by 
then to receive credit. 



YOUTH MINISTRY 

Pope Francis Tweeted this on March 14thé 

ñIf we encounter Jesus and our brothers and sisters   
every day, our hearts will not dwell in the past or the   
future.  They will live in Godôs present moment, in peace 
with everyone.ò 

Cƻƭƭƻǿ tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ƻƴ ¢ǿƛǧŜǊ   

     ϪtƻƴǝŦŜȄ 

Vocation Awareness 
ñMorning by morning He wakens - wakens my ear to listen 

as those who are taught.ò Listen in prayer daily to the 

promptings of the Holy Spirit, seeking to know your 

vocation. If He is asking you to consider the priesthood or 

consecrated life, call Father Matthew Mason (603) 663-

0132, or write: mmason@rcbm.org.  

Middle School & High School - Upcoming Classes 

Sunday, Mar.25th    8:00 - 9:30am   Gr. 6, 7, 8, Yr I, II 

Sunday, Mar.25th    4:30 - 6:00pm   Gr. 6, 7, 8, Yr I, II 

LIFE  IN  THE  SPIRIT  CELEBRATION 

No Class on Weds., 4/4 - All Students 
please attend the Life in the Spirit 
Celebration  on Sunday, 4/8 from 4:30-
6:00 followed by 6pm Mass! 

 

Confirmation Rehearsal - Saturday, April 14th from 5:15-
6:00pm 

Confirmation Celebration with Bishop Libasci on Sunday, 
April 15th at 6:00pm 

Y.N.I.A.  Young Neighbors In Action 
Service-based High School Mission Trip! 

This mission trip will take place July 22-28 in Worcester, 
Massachusetts and is open to all High School Students. 
Limited Spots are available!  Openings Still Available! 
Looking for something fun and exciting and a way to give 
back this summer?!  This could be just what you are 
looking for!  Be a part of something BIGGER!!! 
Contact Sandy at X21 a.s.a.p. for details and to sign up! 

STEUBENVILLE  EAST ! 
July 13-15 at UMASS Lowellé  

Open to ALL High School Students, and 
rising 8th graders 

Openings Still Available!  Sign up today! 
Call Kim DeStefano at X12 or email 

YMstmatt@comcast.net  
for more details! 

TULIP  SALE - THANK YOU!!  
Thank you to all those who purchased 
potted tulips last weekend  to benefit all 
the great events our youth ministry 
program provides to the young people of 
our parish!  We are so grateful for all the 
support you give!  
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Got the winter blues?!? 
Mark your calendar and save 
the date for our 4th annual 
BEACH DAY!! Join us on the 
Monday after school gets out!!!  
Games, beach fun, cookout, 

Mass, and more!...All middle & high school 
students invited! Watch for details! 

CrossFit:  Juniors & Seniors! 
Come to our Life in the Spirit Celebration on 
Sunday, April 8th at 4:30pm!  Get pumped! 
Get strengthened!... Let the spirit burn! 


